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Chair’s Welcome - Lynn Burges 

A very warm welcome to The Studio for the last 

offering for this season, an evening of short stories. 

The July slot is traditionally given over to new 

directors, usually members who have been involved 

in previous productions, but in other roles. They 

often cut their teeth on shorter plays before taking on the bigger 

challenge of a full length play. An enormous amount of hard work has 

gone into bringing these short stories to life and I hope that you have 

an enjoyable evening. If you do, please tell family and friends where 

we are and what we do.  

This programme contains details of the 2026-27 season. 

Our award winning director, Barbara Seymour, is opening in 

November with Accrington Pals. You may have seen some of her 

previous work: Pyramus & Thisbe, Mother Courage and Orlando. If 

you have, you’ll know it will be an evening not to be missed. 

If you are interested in joining our merry band, or have suggestions 

for improvements, or feedback on something we are doing well, 

please speak to one of our Front of House team or contact us through 

the website or on Facebook. It would be really interesting to know if 

there are any plays in particular you’d like to see us put on. We are 

increasingly active on social media, so give us a follow on Facebook , 

Instagram and Tik Tok. This is the very best way to keep an eye out for 

upcoming productions and Tuesday night social activities. 

All that is left for me to say is "I hope you enjoy this evenings’ 

entertainment and don't forget to switch your phone off!" 
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Each year, the society is pleased to bring you One Act plays 
for the summer, and this year is no exception. I have been 
blessed to have the opportunity to bring you three of the 
four we chose for 2026. All three are from local authors, and 
as it happens, one of those authors is me. So even more than 
normal, I hope you enjoy the show! I couldn’t be happier 
with the team we assembled - you’ll see some familiar faces, 

and some new ones whom I know you will make welcome. 

About the Director - Jeff Tullin 

I’ve been a member of WBDS for 2 years, and you will have seen my 
name dotted about in many aspects of getting shows onto the stage - 
acting, sound, lights, set building, prop making. Today I add writer and 
director to the list. Let me know if you have any ironing that needs do-
ing…. 
 

The Cagebirds was the first play I could envision as I read it. 
Potential staging layouts, character eccentricities and atmos-
phere started taking shape. Importantly I felt that I could sit 
with the script and characters across the rehearsal period 
and still find new interest. There is a version of this play 
which explores these characters as more literal birds, but I 
felt it was important to focus on the people and their obses-

sions, as I think their isolation and fixations are very human. I have really 
enjoyed my first foray into directing, seeing these characters realised by 
an engaged and dedicated cast, and I encourage you all to keep an eye 
out for the nuances that they convey – I spot something new every time. 

About the Director - Arran Mackay  

I have been a member of WBDS for 9 years and have supported plays in 
a variety of roles, including production manager, assistant stage manager 
and one acting role. However, I have most frequently worked as sound 
designer or operator, including the creation of radio plays during the 
pandemic. This is my first time directing a play, and I’ve found it to be a 
rewarding experience.  
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Casts & Order of Plays 

 

Barmaid by  Chrissie Hall 
Angie - Emily Martin 

 
Cicadas by Jeff Tullin 
Wendy - Lynn Burges 
George - Rob Dixon 

Newsreader - Michelene Harris 
 

Unspoken Words by Jeff Tullin 
Jim - Stephen Herring 

Carol - Eleanor Roberts 
Jean - Jacky Tivers 

 
 

There is one interval of 20 minutes when drinks and  
ice cream will be available. 

 
 

The Cagebirds by David Campton 
Gloom - Vic Carr 

Wild One - Clare Choubey 
Gossip - Rob Dixon 

Gazer - Candice Gush 
Guzzle - Linda Hoyland 
Twitter - Emily Martin 

Thump - Clive Read 
Mistress - Jacky Tivers 
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Creative Team 

Directors             Arran Mackay/Jeff Tullin 

Production Manager   Barbara Seymour 

Stage Manager   Sav Dixon 

Assistant Stage Managers        Sam Bassi/Lynn Burges 

Set Design     Jeff Tullin  

Set Construction Team  Jeff Tullin & Society members 

Set Dressing    Society members 

Props & Costumes                  Barbara Seymour and Charlie  
      Willcox 

                                       

Lighting Design   Calum Sharp 

Lighting Operators   Arran Mackay & Jeff Tullin 

Sound Design    Jem Woolley 

Sound Operator   Jem Woolley 

Poster Design       Annie Haley 

Rehearsal Prompt   Sue Scrimshaw 

Front of House Manager  Calum Sharp 

Box Office Manager   Calum Sharp 

FOH Staff     Society members 

Publicity     Society Publicity Group  

 



 

6 

www.wbds.co.uk 

The Cast  

Lynn Burges 

This is my 14th season with WBDS and during that time I 
have worked backstage, run the Front of House team, 
worked on the publicity group, been Secretary and am 
currently Chair of the Society. I have been lucky enough 
to have acted in some fabulous productions over the 
years including; Pyramus & Thisbe, Colder Than Here, 
Goody Two Shoes, and this season in That Good Night.  
 
 
Vic Carr 
 
I have been a member of WBDS for over 20 years. I have 
appeared in numerous plays, including And Then There 
Were None, The 39 Steps, A Christmas Carol and most 
recently as Rose in Di and Viv and Rose. I currently lead 
the WBDS Playreading Group that selected The 
Cagebirds and really hope you enjoy the play.  
 
 
Clare Choubey 

This is my first show at WBDS, however I have been 
acting and directing locally since 2011. Recent roles 
include Ursula in Vincent in Brixton, and Mel in Shakers 
Restirred. I have been made very welcome by my fellow 
Cagebirds, and am relishing portraying The Wild One's 
energy and idealism.   
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Rob Dixon 

I’ve been with WBDS for 30 years. My acting 
highlights to date include roles in Copenhagen, The 
Odd Couple and Eurydice. I’m also the Society 
Secretary and editor of Prompt (our member’s 
newsletter).  Not a bit like my gossip role in 
Cagebirds. 

 

Candice Gush 

I have been a member of WBDS since 2004. I’m most 
often found backstage helping with set design. This 
is my first role on-stage in several years. 
 
 
Stephen Herring 

Having always wanted to do Brecht I joined WBDS 
for Mother Courage and stayed because it is such a 
friendly group. As well as my occasional stage 
appearances, Twelfth Night and Communicating 
Doors, I build sets and you might have met me on 
front of house.  
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Linda Hoyland 

I have recently rekindled my love for amateur dramatics 
and am extending my experience to include non acting 
roles which I am finding just as enjoyable as backstage 
work . Having been involved with the Lace Market 
theatre, this is my first appearance at WBDS and hope it 
will be the first of many.   

 

 

Emily Martin 

I’ve been a member of WBDS since 2022 and I’ve 
thoroughly enjoyed being involved in many stage 
productions including the most recent The Games Afoot.  
Offstage I also help out backstage as an Assistant Stage 
Manager.  Both halves of this evening are very different 
and it’s been amazing to be involved with such a fantastic 
group of people! 

 

Clive Read 

I have had a lifelong interest in the theatre and acting, 

since my first primary school Christmas show. After 

graduating I pursued evening classes in Theatre Studies 

and Drama Classes at the City Literary Institute in London, 

performing in amateur and semi-professional productions 

of Shakespeare, Ayckbourn, Stoppard and Orton.  

Although applying for postgraduate drama courses, I 

eventually took time out for career and family. I returned 

to theatre, joining WBDS in 2024, and this is my debut 

performance with the company. 
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Eleanor Roberts 

The last time I performed in a play I was 17 years old. I 
was in two consecutive pantomimes: the first as Principal 
Girl; the second as half of the comedy duo, Tick and Tock. 
Since those halcyon days, I have done a bit of costuming 
and taught a fair amount of theatre studies. N.B. My 
relationship with my real mum is very good (hi mum!).  

 

 

Jacky Tivers 

Having performed with different drama groups from 
schooldays, I joined WBDS when I moved to West 
Bridgford 20 years ago. My favourite acting parts since 
then have been Margret Bohr (Copenhagen), Michele 
(‘Allo ‘allo) and, most recently, Feste (Twelfth Night). I also 
enjoy ASM and Front of House roles and I ran the Box 
Office for 13 years.  
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The Production Team  
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Season 2026-27 

The Habits 9-13 Feb 2027 

The Hound of the Baskervilles 11-15 May 

2027 

Marjorie Prime 8-10 July 2027 
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Short Stories 2026 
 
So there we sat in the Willow Tree, James and I;  putting the world to 
rights over a Guinness and some craft beer he described as boiled car-
pet, but drank anyway. 
Not a one for waste, was James. 
I had just begun expounding upon why a manned mission to Mars was 
most likely a one-way trip, when he glanced at his watch and stood up 
sharply. 
“Come on”, he said, “We’re leaving.” 
I looked at my half full glass, then at his face, then back to my glass. 
“Leave that’ he said, “or down it - whatever. But It’s time to go” 
I was confused. But something in his tone denied an objection, and so, a 
few minutes later, I found myself in the car park, slinging my coat over 
one arm as I tried to keep up with his pace. 
“Are you going to tell me what’s going on?” I asked, as we cornered near 
the hedgerow. 
“Along here!” 
He led me down a narrow path, over grown on one side by bushes, 
whilst on the other side a group of gardeners appeared to be having a 
heated debate. I couldn’t tell what it was about. 
“So are you going to explain where we are going?” I asked, when we 
reached a tall grey wire fence. 
“Here!”, he announced. “Remember that hidden theatre mentioned a 
while back? I found it! This is it!” 
And with that, he motioned towards an unassuming building, which I 
could now see was indeed signposted as a theatre. Interesting. 
We entered (clearly at the last moment) and were ushered to our seats, 
where I cast about, taking stock of the situation. A show was about to 
begin. 
The lights dimmed. 
When they came up again, they revealed a man sitting in a high back 
chair. 
 
“Before the Internet”, he began, “before the written word - before even 
those first clumsy cave paintings - people have told themselves stories…” 


